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NOTICE OF MONTHL.Y MEETINGS 


Time: 

Monday, May 1, 1989; 8:00 p.m. 
l-ocatioii: 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium 
680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington. 

Programme: 

Members Night, 

Dr. Peter Rice will give us an update on plans 
for Cootes Paradise. 


Time: 

Monday, June 12, 1989; 6:30 p.m. 

Location: 

RBG Arboretum Nature Centre 
Guelph Rd, Dundas. 

Pot-luck Dinner 

Please bring along a dish of your choice and 
your own plate and utensils. Movies and guided 
walks around the Arboretum will also take 
place, weather permitting. See you there! 


********* 


NOTICE OF UPCOMING FIELD EVENTS 


Monday, May 8; 7:30 p.m. 

BIRD STUDY GROUP 

An informal meeting featuring a discussion of 
recent bird sightings, an identification 
session, and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. Tins month will 
include a hike around Cootes Paradise. Meet 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Royal Botanical Gardens 
Nature Centre. 

Organizer -Bruce Duncan 387-3904 

March 1 to Mav 31 

BEAMER HAM WATCH 

Bearner Memorial Conservation Area, just 
outside of Grimsby is one of the best viewing 
areas of migrating hawks in North America. 
There is usually someone on hand to help 
identify birds, so take your binoculars and 
enjoy hawks at their best. The better days to 
go are when there are southerly winds. 

Saturday, Mav 6 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEAN-UP DAY 
The HNC will be holding its fourth annual 
clean-up day. Volunteers are asked to help 
pick up garlsage from natural areas around 
Hamilton. This is part of a city-wide clean¬ 
up effort involving many other groups. The HNC 
will be cleaning up Cootes Paradise and Red 
Hill Creek areas. Meet at Princess Point for 
Cootes or Rosedale Arena for Red Hill at 9:30 
a.m. Bring rubber boots, work clothes and 
gloves. For more formation, call John Struger 
at 547-5116. 


Saturday, Mav 6; 9:00 ami. . 

HERPETEFAUNAL OUTING 

This will Ire an all day outing where the group 
will Ire visiting the Sudden Tract Forest, and 
areas south of Cambridge. Meet at the 
University Plaza, Dundas, and bring a lunch. 
Leader -Bill Larnond 

Sunday, Mav 21; 9:00 a.m. 

SPOOKY HOLLOW CLEAN-UP 

Volunteers are needed to help out. with 
necessary sanctuary maintenance. Bring a 
lunch, but a half-dav effort should be plenty. 
Meet at the Woolco Plaza, Fennell and Upper 
James Sts., Hamilton. 

Leader -A1 Robson 523-8542 

June 2 - June 4 

BRUCE.PENINSULA WEEKEND 
"Return to the Bruce" -This trip should 
coincide with the peak of the orchid season. 
Cyprus Lake Campground has been reserved for 
our use for both Friday, June 2 and Saturday 
June 3. Group campsite #1. Cost: $1.00 per 
person per night! Bring your own food and 
gear, binoculars, boots, etc. 

June 3: Leader, Dave Bradley, 10:00 a.m., meet 
at intersection of Hwy 6 & Dyers Bay Rd v 
1:00 pm:(tentative) tour of Dorcas Bay Nature 
Reserve with PON warden. Evening: park program 
at Cyprus Lake, all welcome to attend. 

June 4: 7:00 am, birding at Cyprus Lake with 
Mark Worzinsld, Park Naturalist. Rest of day 
is open. 

Organizer -Janet Snaith 387-3904 
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1989 WEDNESDAY EVENING WALKS 

All outings start at 6:30 p.rn., with the exceptions of Aug. 23 and Aug. 30, which begin at 
6:00 p.m. Binoculars, field guides, sturdy walking shoes, insect repellent and rubber boots are all 
reccmriended to have on hand. Children are always welcome. 


May 3 -BIRDS AND WILDFI0WERS 

Bruce Duncan 387-3904 

Meet at Merrick Field Centre on Lions Club 

Rd., Ancaster (not Lower Lions Club Rd.). 

May 10 -HENDRIE VALLEY 

Dr. Jiiri Pringle 522-1734 

Meet at Fountain Court opposite RBG Centre on 

Plains Rd., Burlington. 

May 17 -MOUNT ALBION CONSERVATION. AREA 
Lois Evans 545-8171 

Meet at Stone Church Rd. east of Upper Ottawa 
St., Hamilton. 

May 24 -DUNDAS VALLEY 
Dean Gugler 528-7169 

Meet at Municipal Swimming Pool on Jersevville 
Rd., Ancaster. 

May 31 -EDIBLE PLANTS 

Beth Stormont 627-7657 

Meet at RBG's Children's Garden in Westdale 

area, Hamilton. 

June 7 -DUNDAS VALLEY TRAIL CENTRE 

Michael Clark 627-5176 

Meet at Governor's Rd., Old Hwy. 99., Dundas. 

June 14 -PERRENIALS 
Dr. Leslie Laking 

Meet at Laking Garden, RBG on Plains Rd., 
Burlington. 

June 21 -TOLLGATE PONDS 

Rob Dobos 648-0435 

John Struger 547-5116 

Meet at Canada Centre for Inland Waters 

parking lot, Burlington. 

.June 28 -LAMB'S HOLLOW 
Vi Chomook 634-9101 

Meet at Unsworth Ave. north off Plains Rd., 
Burlington. 


July 5 -MOUNT NEMO 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

Meet, at Guelph Line and Colling Rd., 

Burlington. 

July 12 -BRONTE CREEK 
Peter Thoem 681-2738 

Meet at Upper Middle Rd. west of Hwy 25., 
Oakville. 

July 19 -ROCK CHAPEL 
Ian Smith 387-5931 

Meet at Rock Chapel Rd. off Hwy 5, 

Flarnborough. 

July 26 -WEBSTER'S FALLS 

Janet Snaith 387-3904 

Meet at Crooks Hollow Rd. above Dundas. 

Aug. 2 -KERNS RD., WATERD0WN 

Shirley Klement 336-5433 

Meet at quarry on Kerns Rd. south of Hwy 5, 

Burlington. 

Aug. 9 -THE HERMITAGE, DUNDAS VALLEY 
Nancy Lvne 

Meet at parking lot on Sulphur Springs Rd., 
Ancaster. 

Aug. 16 -BATTLEFIELD PARK 

Gwen & Dennis Lewington 662-7952 

Meet at parking lot off King St. east of Hwy. 

20., Stoney Creek. 

Aug. 23 -VAN WAGNER'S BEACH 

Hazel Broker 527-0333 

Meet at windsurfing building on Van Wagners 

Beach Rd., Hamilton. 

Aug. 30 -THE WILLOWS, BIRDING 

Brace Duncan 387-3904 

Meet at Cootes Drive 1/4 mile east of Olympic 

Drive, Dundas. 



NATURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF VAN WAGNER' S PONDS 


The planned Red Hill Creek Expressway 
will connect with the QEW near the Van 
Wagner's Ponds and the interchange ramps will 
have a definite impact on this natural area. 
Through the Environmental Assessment process, 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club has lieen 
requested to provide biological information 
regarding the Van Wagner's Ponds so that the 
effects of the highway interchange can ]» 
assessed and alternate designs or remedial 
measures can ]» developed that would preserve 
the integrity of the wetland if warranted. 
The pur]x)se of this article is to document the 
biological significance of the Van Wagner's 
Ponds in light of this planned development. 

The area known locally as the Van 
Wagner's Ponds (or also as Van Wagner's Marsh) 
includes two ponds on the northeast side of 
the QEW liighway near Highway 20, which are 
separated by an al)andoned railway embankment. 
They are partially within the Confederation 
Park Conservation Area. The ponds cover an 
area of approximately 10 ha. 

The ponds are a significant natural 
wetland habitat in the Hamilton-Wentworth 
Region, and have been designated an 
Environmentally Sensitive Area (Ecologistics 
1976). They provide a staging area for 
migratory waterfowl and shorebirds, breeding 
habitat for a diversity of wetland species and 
provide an island of habitat for migratory 
landbirds. 

The Van Wagner's Ponds are one of the 
sole remaining wetlands of the once extensive 
marshes of the south shore of Hamilton 
Harbour. Since 1845, about 75 percent of 
these wetlands (including Cootes Paradise) 
have been lost (Whillans 1982). Of the 
estimated 50 ha of wetlands remaining in the 
Harbour area today, about 84 percent are in 
Cootes Paradise. Hie other wetland areas are 
found in small pockets at the mouth of 
Grindstone Creek, in Windermere Basin .mid at 
Van Wagner's Ponds (COA 1988). In light of 
the extent of the existing wetlands of 
Hamilton Harbour, Van Wagner's Ponds are a 
significant local wetland, and should lie 
preserved and enhanced. 


by Rob Dobos 

The west pond (between the QEW and 
railway bed) has a mean depth of approximately 
1.5 m. It is not directly connected to the 
other bodies of water. Its relatively clear 
waters support extensive submergent aquatic 
vegetation, dominated by pondweeds 
(Potanrogeton crispus and P. filifoims ), white 
water lily (Nywphaea tiiberosa), water milfoil 
(.Mniopliylhm sp.) and duckweed (Lenina minor ). 
During the summer months, this pond is 90-100 
percent covered with these subrnergents. The 
density of P. crispus in the west pond has 
lieen measured at up to 1000 plants per rif. 
This pond is significant in a regional context 
due to its submergent macrophyte component. 
Of the available littoral habitat in Hamilton 
Harbour (199 ha), only 45 percent contains 
moderate to dense submergent vegetation (COA 
1988). Only 16 ha of area with submerged 
aquatics in the Harbour has dense vegetation 
growth (>400 plants per rtf) (COA 1988). Of the 
plants listed above, P. crispus, P. filifoims 
and Nyriophyllim sp. are not found in Cootes 
Paradise at present (GOA 1988). Several of 
these plants, especially the Potamogetons, jure 
very important as foods for waterfowl 
(Lamoureux 1970, Sugden 1973). These 
subrnergents also support many species of fish 
and invertebrates. 

Approximately 20 percent of the 
shoreline of the west pond and 40 percent of 
the east pond are lined with emergent aquatic 
vegetation, dominated largely by narrow-leaved 
cattail (Tvpha angustifolia ). This emergent 
vegetation provides breeding habitat for 
several marsh birds, as well as food and nest 
material for muskrats (Ondatra zibethica) 
which are present in the ponds. 

Of the bird species known to breed at. 
the ponds, the most notable are the Least 
Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis ) and tire Black Tern 
(Clilidonias nigei ), both considered to be rare 
breeding birds in Ontario (Cadman 1988). 
Least Bitterns have not been reported breeding 
there since the late 1970's (HNC, NBR), 
however their required nesting habitat (dense 
growths of cattails in water up to 1 m deep 
[Bent 1963a, Peck and James 1983]) is still 
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present in the ponds, therefore the potential 
for this rare species to breed there in the 
future should be maintained. The Black Tem 
was recorded nesting in the ponds as recently 
as 1986 (HNC, NBR) and has been reported 
nesting there regularly since at least the 
1960's (QNRS, ROM). This is the only 

remaining nesting site for this rare species 
in the Region. It previously nested at Cootes 
Paradise until 1977 (GOA 1988). Its required 
nesting habitat (wet cattail marshes up to 1.2 
m deep [Bent 1963b, Peck and James 1983]) is 
still present at the ponds and should l)e 
maintained to ensure future breeding. 

Another regionally rare breeding 
species at the ponds is the Common Moorhen 
(Gallinida chloropns), which was reported 
during the breeding season as recently cis 1988 
(B. Lamond, pers. comm.). This species is 
known at only two other sites in the Region. 
Other species known to breed at the site 
include Green-tacked Heron (Bntorides 
striatus), Canada Goose (Branta canadensis ), 
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos ), Gadwall (4. 
strepel*), Sora (Poizana Carolina), Killdeer 
(Cliaradvias vociferns), Spotted Sandpiper 
(Actitis macularia), Belted Kingfisher (Cervle 
alcyon), Yellow Warbler (Dendroica petechia), 
Cotirnon Yellcwtbroat (Geotlilypis trichas), Song 
Sparrow (Uelospiza melodia), Swamp Sparrow (M. 
georgiana) and Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaivs 
phoeniceus) (Cadman et. al. 1987). 

Other birds which regularly use the 
ponds as a feeding area throughout the sunnier, 
although they do not breed there, include 
Great Blue Heron (Aixlea herodias ), Black- 
crowned Fight-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax), 
Caspian Tem (Hydroprogne caspia) and Common 
Tem (Sterna hi rondo). This diversity of 
breeding and nonbreeding species attests to 
the viability of tire site as a productive 
wetland. 

In addition to the bird species 
present, the ponds support both Midland 
Painted. Turtle (Clnysemys picta) and Camion 
Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina), which 
both nest on the railway embankment dividing 
the ponds (HNC, KHA). Other turtles which 
have been reported in the ponds historically, 
and wliich are all regionally rare, are Musk 
Turtle (Stemothemis odoratns ), Eastern Spiny 
Softshell (Trionyx spiniferns ), Map Turtle 


( Graptemvs geoc/raphica) and Blanding's Turtle 
(Etnvdoidea hlandingi ). 

lire rends support several species of 
fish. In a recent survey, Fathead Minnows 
(Pimeohales pmmelas) were the dominant 
species reported in both rends, with Carp 
( Cyprinus carpio) being found in the east 
l»nd. Also previously reported in the west, 
pond were Brook Stickleback ( Culaea 
inconstant). Brown Bullhead ( Ictalmvs sp .), 
Sunfish ( Lepanis sp.) and Goldfish ( Carassius 
sp.) (R. Dermott, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 
unpubl. data). 

Hie thick organic sediments in both 
ponds support a rich benthic invertebrate 
population. Recent studies by Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada found large numbers of 
oligochaetes, copepods, chironanids and other 
insects in densities up to 3500 organisms per 
nr in the west pond, and over 100,000 organisms 
per nr in the shallower sediments of the east 
l»nd (mean water depth approximately 0.3 m) 
(R. Dermott, unpubl. data). Only two 
locations in Hamilton Harbour had benthos 
densities exceeding 100,000 organisms per iff, 
those being the centre of the Harbour and 
Windermere Basin (COA 1988). 

The presence of a large biomass of 
invertebrates in the sediments and a high 
density of sutmergent vegetation provides a 
large food base for staging migratory 
waterfowl and shorebirds. Several species of 
dabbling ducks use the ponds as a resting and 
feeding area for a period of alxmt 2 months 
(mid-September to mid-November) on their fall 
migration routes. These include Blue-winged 
Teal (Anas discors), Green-winged Teal (A. 
crecca) , Gadwall, American Wigeon (A. 
americana), Mallard, .American Black Duck (Anas 
nibripes) , Northern Slioveler (A. clvpeata) and 
Northern Pintail (A, acuta). The number of 
waterfowl using the rends on average is 
approximately 25 per day (HNC, NBR). This 
compares to an average of 100 dabbling ducks 
per day on Windermere Basin (4 times as large 
an area), and 50 dabbling ducks per day on the 
littoral areas of Hamilton Harbour (20 times 
as large an area) during the autumn (Dotos and 
Weseloh 1987). 

During the annual period of low water 
levels in the autumn, exposed mudflats along 
the littoral areas of the east pond attract 
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migrating shorebirds. Species such as 
Semipalmated Plover (Chai'adrius semipalmatus ), 
Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca), 
Lesser Yellowlegs (T. flavins), Solitary 
Sandpiper (T. solitaida ), Hudsonian Godwit 
(Linmosa haemastica ), Semipalmated Sandpiper 
(Calidris pusilla), Least Sandpiper (C. 
minutilla ), White-rumped Sandpiper (C. 
ftiscicollis ), Baird's Sandpiper (C. bairdii), 
Pectoral Sandpiper (C. melanotos), Dunlin (C. 
alpina ), Stilt Sandpiper (Micropalama 
himantopus ), Short-billed Dowitcher 
Udmnakmus griseiis) and Carrion Snipe 
(Capella gallinago) occur there regularly 
tetween early-Septemlrer and earlv-November in 
nurnters proportionate to the amount of habitat 
available (HNC, NBR). 

The Van Wagner's Ponds provides an 
island of natural habitat in a highly 
developed m'ban corridor along the shore of 
Lake Ontario. Thus it is a sanctuary for 
migrating landbirds as well as waterbirds, 
which follow the shoreline of the Lake. A 
total of 146 species of birds have been 
recorded there in the past five years, 
including several regional and provincial 
rarities (HNC, NBR). 

The natural importance of the Van 
Wagner's Ponds lias been recognized for years 
by the local naturalist community. The site 
is visited regularly, by birdwatchers in 
particular, who may come from all parts of the 
province to see a rare bird when present . Hie 
ponds are easily viewed fran Beach Blvd. or 
the railway embankment, with parking and 
refreshments available at adjacent Van 
Wagner's Beach. Naturalists have sadly 
noticed that this wetland has deteriorated in 
quality and quantity in the past several 
years. This has been due to filling for 
highway development and water quality- 
degradation through siltation from Red Hill 
Creek wliich is compounded by the activites of 
Carp. The wetland habitat of the ponds, 
particularly the east, pond, can lie 
rehabilitated to recreate sane of the lost 
wetlands of the Harbour, in line with other 
habitat, rehabilitation measures proposed bv 
the Hamilton Harlrour Remedial Action Plan (00A 
1988). There is also potential to develop 
public interpretive facilities and programs 
for the area which is visited by many people. 
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HAWKS, HAWKS, OWI ,, HAWKS 


Caledonians wondered what was happening 
to a quiet. Sunday morning, on January 29, when 
25 cars pulled into the Post Office parking 
lot by the Grand River. So did leader, Bruce 
Duncan, who had visions of a quarter-mile long 
cavalcade snaking its way along the back roads 
of old Haldimand Comity in search of abundant 
winter raptors. After sane consolidation, 14 
cars left town and headed down the Mackenzie 
Road for a first stop to admire a large adult 
Red-tailed Hawk while a perplexed housewife 
stood on her doorstep eyeing us. 

Farther on, more Red-tails, a couple of 
light phase Rough-legged Hawks, and male 
American Kestrels made up oiu' second stop 
where we also had a look at ideal Meadow Vole 
habitat, the reason why so many hawks were 
about. 

The morning was full of more of the 
same around the little village of York along 
with an immature Northern Harrier, our final 
hawk species of the morning. For the 
manrnalogists, a pause on the York Road to 
examine a D-O-R Opossum was of interest. It 
was also a first for a number of people. 

Taquanyah Nature Centre provided warm 
hospitality and washrooms at lunchtime, 
following which, we strolled across the 
boardwalk to one of the pine plantations in 
search of a Northern Saw-whet Owl. Tire 
surprise of the day was waiting there: an 
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A A: 

, OWLS, OWLS, VULTURE! 

by Bruce Duncan 

adult. Turkey Vulture perched a few hundred 
feet away, which flew off on somewhat tattered 
wings as we approached. Why this bird was 
here, instead of the southern states or 
Central America is a mystery. Perhaps the 
ragged feathers explained it or perhaps it was 
one of those odd birds whose migratory 
instinct is faulty, sending it to southern 
Ontario instead of southern Florida. This 
miId winter and last year's may have been the 
key to its survival. 

In the White Pines, the Saw-whet sat 
wit)i a startled expression on its face, but 
allowed everyone there to get a fine view of 
it. Walking back to the Centre through the 
pines, we came up with a collection of owl 
pellets, meadow vole pathways, a deer skull, 
one stashed dead vole on a branch, Ruffed 
Grouse droppings, and Hickory nuts chewed open 
by Pemnvsciis mice to go with the Peranyscus 
nest we'd seen earlier. 

It was off to Cayuga and a 
disappointing search of another pine 
plantation, this time in the rain, then a 
drive to the Durmville dam. 

Finally, at 4:00 p.m. we arrived at a 
White Pine plantation west of Port. Maitland, 
where five Long-eared Owls made an abbreviated 
appearance. Another quarter-mile vest down the 
road, we capped the day with a modest display 
of hunting Short-eared Owls. A good day. 
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GOLJDENT LAKE CHRONICLES 

bv George Waylor 


On the evening of Friday, January 20, 
Bill Smith, Kevin McLaughlin, Rob Bobos, Colin 
Jarvis and I, left Hamilton for a weekend 
field trip to Golden lake. Golden Lake is 
located east of Algonquin Par);, about midway 
between Barry's Bay and Pembroke. Bill Smith 
had arranged accomodations for us in the 
village of Deacon, on the north shore of 
Golden Lake. The drive to Deacon went without 
incident and we arrived at the cabin at 11:45 
p.nu After a quick unpacking, and the sorting 
out of bunks, we made a pot of coffee and 
finalized our plans for the following day. It 
was decided that we would get up early on 
Saturday and head for Ottawa, and spend the 
day binding to the east of Golden Lake. On 
Sunday, we would pack up and explore the west, 
into Algonquin Park, on the way home. 

The soft gurgling of the coffee pot 
awakened us at 4:30 a.m., on Saturday. Bill 
Smith had generously volunteered Iris services 
as cook on the trip, and quickly prepared a 
breakfast of bacon and eggs, home fries, and 
toast, washed down with plenty of coffee. I 
went outside to start my Blazer 4X4 at about 
5:30 a.m., and was greeted by a crackling cold 
rooming. The temperature was -20 0, the air 
was perfectly still, and a brilliant, 
star-filled winter sky hung over the trees. 
We were on the road to Ottawa by 6:00 a.m., 
and at 7:45 a.m., found ourselves standing on 
Bate Island, in the Ottawa River. 

Hie surreal scene Ixriore us was 
startling and otherworldly. The swift current 
kept the river ice-free at this point, but in 
the extreme cold, clouds of vapour rolled off 
the water, shrouding the island in a 
luminescent glow of early morning light. The 
sense of isolation was complete, even though 
we knew we were within the city limits of 
Ottawa, and just a few blocks from the 
parliament buildings. Through the mist we 
could see waterfowl moving and feeding in the 
swift current. Garmon Goldeneyes flew upriver 
arid landed, drifting back and diving for food, 
only to lift off and fly upstream again. A 
Gammon Merganser flew low overhead. We were 
all peering intently into the mist, searching 
for the real reason for being there. Die 


Ottawa River in winter is the most reliable 
place in Ontario Cor Barrow's Goldeneye, and 
we had information that as many as five birds 
had been observed near Bate Island. Within 
minutes Rob found two birds, a male and a 
female. We studied them for about ten 
minutes, before the cold intruded, numbing 
noses and cheeks. 

Other locations in and around Ottawa 
were not as rewarding. 'Die elusive Gray 
Partridge remained elusive. Near Nepean, we 
searched a grove of cedars for a reported 
Boreal Owl, without success, although this 
location provided both Hairy and Downy 
woodpeckers, a host of Black-capped 
Chickadees, and an American Kestrel. 

We headed north from Ottawa, through 
Pembroke, where we saw 15 Evening Grosbeaks 
and a few Blue Jays at a feeder, and journeyed 
toward Chalk River,, our next objective. Die 
cloudless, sunny day grew steadily warmer. 
Bill had found Black-backed Woodpeckers near 
C.F.B. Petawawa the previous week, in a small 
burned-over area in the forest bordering the 
Petawawa Artillery Range. Accompanied by the 
soft thumping of distant grenade detonations, 
and the whine of track-driven all terrain 
vehicles, we set off hi king through frequently 
waist high snow, toward our goal. About a km 
or so into the forest, we came into the bum. 
Signs of woodpecker activity were everywhere. 
Some trees had 75% of the bark removed. A 
number of Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers moved in 
the area, feeding and calling noisily. Bill 
and I saw the bird at the same instant! A 
male Black-backed flew onto a burnt pine about 
10 m away. Viewring conditions were excellent, 
and the yellow cap, solid black back, and 
heavily barred sides could easily be seen. We 
followed the Black-backed along the edge of 
the clearing and flushed a male Pileated 
Woodpecker, which flew into another conifer 
and proceeded to strip large chunks of bark 
from the tree. This was a new experience for 
me, to stand in one spot and see four species 
of woodpecker, Downy, Hairy, Black-backed, and 
Pileated! 

Near the place where we left my truck, 
a train track parallels the road. When we 



crossed the tracks on our way back from seeing 
the woodpeckers, a flock of about 20 Snow 
Buntings flew up from the track and perched in 
a nearby tree. 

We drove back to Pembroke, and decided 
that we would spend the rest of the dav 
following Hwv 62 west, and circle Round Lake^ 
to the north of Golden Lake, before heading 
home to the cabin for supper. The route to 
Round Lake took us away from the flatter 
terrain around the Ottawa River, into the more 
densely forested highlands near Algonquin. We 
drove down a narrow, densely wooded side road, 
hoping to locate Spruce Grouse. No grouse 
were found, but Bill spied a large Porcupine 
sunning in a birch tree. We got out of the 
truck to look at and photograph the "porky", 
when the sky overhead was filled with the 
calls of White-winged Crossbills. Bill 
succeeded in calling them down and the 
treetops around us were filled with 
crossbills, chattering excitedly. 

At a feeder near Round Lake Centre, we 
found about 50 Snow Buntings in the trees. 
Ravens, already pairing up, soared overhead, 
croaking hoarsely. Along the edge of the road 
in a section containing more deciduous trees, 
we observed seven Pine Grosbeaks, five males 
and two females. Pine Grosbeaks are one of my 
favorite birds, and this sighting completed a 
long, but rewarding day. 

Back at the cabin, Bill put a huge pot 
of Ms homemade chili con came on the stove 
to warm up for supper. A couple of bowls of 
cMli, with lots of buttered toast and a 
couple of pints of beer may not Ire heaven, but 
it's close, after a bracing day of winter 
biking. Exhaustion got the better of me and 
I dropped off to sleep for a few hours. 
Consciousness crept slowly in on ire about 9:00 
p.m. I was awakened by Rob and Kevin, 
watching "Hockey Night in Canada", and 
debating the Stanley Cup prospects of the 
Montreal Canadiens and the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, respectively. Bill and Colin were both 
snoring softly, oblivious to tins argument of 
almost religious proportions raging in the 
cabin. I got up to watch the rest of the 
game, and referee, if needed. After the game 
was over, we set the timer on the coffeepot 
and went to bed. 

Time is impossible to judge when you're 


sleeping, but, in what seemed no time at all, 
the coffeepot started gurgling. I lay quietly 
in the dark, listening to Bill, Rob, and 
Colin's discordant symphony of snores. I 
rolled over, and in the dark, I could see that 
the coffeepot light wasn't on! It took me a 
moment to realize that the gurgling that I 
heard wasn't the coffeepot, it was Kevin 
snoring! This amazing assortment of gurgles, 
bubbles and whistles was quite impressive. I 
.am unaware of my capabilities as a snorer, but 
I am sure that volume alone, is no match for 
Kevin's virtuosity. 

The coffeepot, doing a perfect 
imitation of Kevin, roused the group at 6:00 
a.m. on Sunday. We quickly attacked the 
breakfast that Bill prepared, and packed up 
for- the trip home. We left Golden Lake and 
headed west on Hwy. 60, toward Algonquin Park. 
Sunday morning was cloudy, but considerably 
warmer than the previous day. Our first stop 
of the morning was at the fisheries unit at 
the east gate to the park. There were a 
number of feeders behind the fisheries office, 
and we observed Red-breasted Nuthatches and 
Blue Jays at them. A Pine Siskin flew over 
and landed in a tree nearby. Two Gray Jays 
were in the area, and one flew closer to 
investigate. I wanted to photograph the bird, 
so I went back to the truck and opened the 
back window to get my camera. The others in 
the group told me, that while I had my head in 
the truck, the jay flew in and perched right 
over me, on the edge of the window, hoping for 
a handout. While I was taking pictures of the 
cooperative bird, Kevin went behind the 
fisheries office and found a Ruffed Grouse in 
the pines at the edge of the clearing. We all 
went to see the bird and it came right out 
into the open, providing a great opportunity 
for pictures of tills species as well. 

The sun came out around noon, and, 
except for the occasional reminder of what we 
had for supper the previous night, the drive 
into the park was quite pleasant. Bill and 
Kevin spotted a Northern Shrike and we pulled 
over to the side of the road to observe it 
more closely. This fierce predator perched at 
the top of a spruce tree, and tolerated a much 
closer approach than is usual for this 
species. Three Gray Jays flew in and landed 
within a few metres of us. 
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A little further into the park, we 
encountered a ear pulled off the road, its 
driver standing Inside it, camera in hand. I 
slowed down to see what: was of interest, and 
there, a few meters from the road, was an 
adult Moose, unconcernedly feeding! My 
previous, infrequent encounters with Moose 
have just been distant, fleeting glimpses of 
this magnificent animal. Camera in hand, I 
gingerly approached this massive creature, 
with stories of its aggressiveness raining 
through my mind. I was able to get to within 
20 m and took some incredible pictures! 

Bill thought that we might see Spruce 
Grouse on Arrowhon Road, if we could get away 
from the highway. The road was single lane, 
with about, eight inches of fresh snow on it. 
I put the truck in four wheel drive and headed 
down it. We drove about 3 km into the bush, 
until we came to a chain blocking the road. 
I turned the truck around, (not an easy task 
on a single lane road, with high snowbanks on 
teth sides), and we all got out to survey the 
scene. The sunny sky and sparkling snow 
against a background of conifer and lurch was 


postcard perfect. There was almost no wind 
and the calls of nuthatches and Black-capped 
Chickadees surrounded us. A couple of 
chickadees sounded different 1 Boreal 
Chickadees! Popping out on a spruce branch, 
the brown cap and rufous flanks of this 
handsome little laird came into view. 

Bill volunteered to drive the truck, 
while the rest of the group walked out on 
Arrowhon Rd., looking for Spruce Grouse, No 
grouse were seen, but my most vivid memories 
of the trip are of this walk; Ravens circling 
overhead; deep, white snow crunching beneath 
your feet; deer and fox tracks crossing the 
road; the trail of a wolf pack traversing a 
frozen lake; the raucous chatter of a squirrel 
in the trees; the faraway cry of a Blue Jay. 

I would like to thank all the 
participants in this adventure for their 
companionship and tireless good humour. 
However, a special thanks to Bill Smith, who 
not only organized the excursion, hut stoicly 
endured a toothache for most of the time, and 
never let the discomfort affect the success of 
the trip. 




SHORT HILLS SANCTUARY TO BE PART OF 
GYPSY MOTH SPRAY PROGRAM: 

by A1 Robson 


At a special meeting of the HNC. Board 
of Directors on April 12, a motion was 
approved to include the Short Hills Wilderness 
Sanctuary in the cooperative spray program 
being conducted this spring by the Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation Authority on behalf of 
the Ministry of Natural Resources and the 
Region of Niagara. 

The Gypsy Moth infestation in the 
Niagara Region has teen increasing in recent 
years and egg mass surveys by the MNR indicate 
that the Short Hills Sanctuary has one of the 
highest counts in the area presenting a high 
risk of severe defoliation. The larvae feed 
voraciously on the leaves of a wide variety of 
both deciduous and coniferous trees, but oak, 
poplar and birch are preferred. Owners of 
many of the neighbouring woodlots surrounding 
the sanctuary have agreed to participate in 
the program as well. 


The insecticide which will be used is 
a bacterium called Bacillus thuringiensis, or 
BT, which occurs naturally in the environment 
and thus acts as a biological control agent. 
Once it enters the insect's digestive system, 
BT causes gut paralysis so that feeding 
ceases. BT is toxic only to Lepidopterous 
caterpillars and not to any other animals. It 
does not bioaccumulate in other organisms or 
persist in the environment for a long period. 
It breaks down after atout two weeks from 
application. 

The spraying wall be carried out 
sometime in May. Although BT is not harmful 
to humans, it is advised that the Short Hills 
Sanctuary not be visited for at least 2 days 
following the application. To find out when 
this will occur, or to obtain more information 
regarding it, please contact the Sanctuary 
Director, A1 Robson (523-8542). 
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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT 


This May marks the 70th anniversary of 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. Originally 
starting out in May 1919 as the Hamilton Bird 
Protection Society, it has gone through a 
number of name changes to today's Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club. Your Club has very strong 
foundations and lias accomplished some 
tremendous feats. The HNC has always provided 
leadership to other clubs and continues to do 
so. 

The strength of the Club, of course, is 
in its members and now the membership has 
grown to 650. All members of the Club play a 
very important role. Whether their individual 
contributions are great or minor, none could 
have been accomplished if the environment., the 
Club, did not exist. Hie HNC lias been so 
fortunate to have had so many members, now and 
in its past, who have made very significant 
contributions to the Club, but again it is the 
strength of all the members that provides 
support to these contributions that makes them 
successful. 

This being om 70th anniversary, the 
Club has lined up a number of events to help 
celebrate it. Some, such as the Club's 

* A A 

FROM THE 


It's hard to believe it, but this has 
been the ninth issue of the WOOD DUCK that 
I've had the pleasure of editting. As they 
say, time flies when your having fun, and it. 
really has been fun. However, the fun is not 
over for rne yet this spring. As part of our 
70tli anniversary celebrations, we will lie 
publishing a special, anniversary issue of the 
WOOD DUCK in June. It will feature some 
interesting articles relating to the history 
of our Club, as well as more of the regular 
fare. 

As you have probably noticed, the ft OOD 
DUCK has changed somewhat in appearance over 
the course of the year, hopefully for the 
better. It is the result of using computers 
and desktop publishing. So if you have any 
articles which you would like to submit for 
the newsletter, and you are using desktop 


by Bruce Mackenzie 

attendance at the Hamilton Sportsman's Show, 
have already occurred. HNC anniversary 
sweatshirts are already available. A new 
brochure on the Club's sanctuaries will be 
available in May. 

On June 15 a fund-raising dinner is 
being held at the Royal. Botanical Gardens to 
help raise funds for the Cootes Paradise 
Rehabilitation Project. Support for this 
project is very timely, since our founding 
club, the Hamilton Bird Protection Society, 
was the body responsible for having Cootes 
Paradise set aside as a bird sanctuary. Now, 
70 years later, your Club is actively 
supporting a project that will endeaver to 
restore Cootes Paradise to its former self. 
Details of this project will l)e outlined at 
the May general meeting. 

Also this year the Club will aqain Ire 
hosting a camping weekend to the Bruce 
Peninsula in the beginning of June. Last, 
year’s trip proved extremely successful. In 
September, there will be a Club picnic and day 
outing to the Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. Watch 
your "Dates to Remember" in September for more 
details. 

;*c ;*c 

EDITOR 

bv Rob Dobos 

computers to do word processing, please send 
me a copy of the article on disk in IBM 
format. 

I would like to thank all the wonderful 
people who volunteer their time to contribute 
to the creation and mailing of the WOOD DUCK. 
These include: Patti Rusins, who prints the 
newsletter; Norm Ralston, Shiela Forbes and 
Hazel Broker, who organize the mailing and 
collating; Anne Sentpetry, who typed the 
"Noteworthy Bird Records", which are compiled 
by Mark Jennings; Mary Sean Bingham, Margaret 
and Don McFadyen and Marion and Jeremy Neven, 
who all do word processing; Brian McHattie who 
produces the mailing labels; and all the 
collators. I would also like to thank all the 
contributors of articles, and hope to receive 
more from you in the future and from any 
others. 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to March 31, 1989 - 117. 

* indicates first record for the year. 

F indicates first record for the migration.• 

L indicates last record for the migration. 

Underlined species or dates indicate that a written documentation is required by the Hamilton Bird 
Records Corrmittee (HBRC). 

January 


Double-crested Cormorant Jan 1 

4 

Leander Boat Club 

Denys Gardiner et al 

Great Blue Heron 

Jan 1 

1 

Brantford 

II ll 

Redhead 

Jan 1 

10 

Leander Boat Club 

ll ll 

Northern Goshawk 

Jail 19 

1 

Bedford Park Dr, Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Peregrine Falcon 

Jan 1 

1 ad 

Beach Strip 

Gardiner et al. 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

Jan 1 

1 

RBG Arboretum 

li ll 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

Jan 17 

1 

ll ll 

II M 

Belted Kingfisher 

Jan 1 

1 

LaSalle Park 

II II 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Jan 24 

4 

11th Side Rd, Grimsby 

Jim Dowall 

"Gardiner et al." refers to Denys 

Gardiner, Jim Cram, William Smith & Phil Walker 

FEBRUARY 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Feb 5 

1 

Orkney Rd 

Dowall 

Brown Thrasher 

Feb 28 

1 

Cherry Hill Gate 

Shirley Element 

White-crowned Sparrow 

Feb 7,23 

1 inm 

Bedford Park Dr, Grimsby 

Meyers 

MARCH 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Mar 5 * 

1 

Sioux Lookout 

Sheldon McGregor 

Homed Grebe 

Mar 11 F 

1 

Burl. Golf & Country Club 

Rotert Curry' 

II II 

Mar 31 

25 

North Shore of Bay 

Rob Bobos 

Red-necked Crete 

Mai' 10 * 

1 

Burl. Golf & Country Club 

Brian Wylie 

Double-crested Cormorant Mar 5 

1 

Lake at Guelph Line 

McGregor 

II II it 

Mar 27 

1 

Tollgate Ponds 

Curry 

Great Blue Heron 

Mar 15 F 

1 

Dundas Hydro Pond 

ll 

t» ll l» 

Mar 17 

6 

Dundas Marsh 

Paul Rose 

Great Egret 

Mar 27 * 

1 

ll ll 

Dotes 

Black-crowned Night-Heron Mai' 27 

8 

Tollgate Ponds 

Curry 

Whooper Swan 

Mar 17 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Rose 

Tundra Swan 

Mar 5 F 

11 

LaSalle Park 

Kevin McLaughlin 

ll ll 

Mar 14 

76 

Burl. Golf & Country Club 

Curry 

ll ll 

Mar 18 

260 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos & HNC Hike 

ll ll 

Mar 18 

27 

LaSalle Park 

II 1) 

ll li 

Mar 21 

240 

East of Willow Point 

Curry 

ll li 

Mar 22;23 186;79 

ll ll ll 

Wylie 

ll ll 

Mar 27 

O 

£j 

Dundas Marsh 

Dotes 

Mute Swan 

Mar 11 

3 

Windermere Basin 

Michael Clark 

Greater White-fronted Goose Mar 23 * 18 

Twenty Mile Cr at St Aim's 

Jack Van Norstrand 

ll ll li 

" Mar 24-31 18 

ll ll ll li ll 

Many observers 

Snow Goose 

Mar 11 F 2 ad blue Grand River at Caledonia 

Curry 

ll ll 

Mar 18 1 

irnrn white Dundas Marsh 

Dotes & HNC Hike 

ll ll 

Mar 19 1 inm white " " 

Henry Swierszcz 

Wood Duck 

Mar 5 

1 

Port Credit 

Gardiner 

II II 

Mai' 17 F 7;2 

Dundas Marsh; Bronte 

Rose; Mark Jennings 
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Wood Duck 

Mar 18 L 2 (win) 

Sioux Lookout 


Dobos & HNC Hike 

Green-winged Teal 

Mai' 12 * 

1 

Tollgate Ponds 

Jim Cram, Gardiner, Phil Walker 

ir it it 

Mar 19 F 

2 

Princess Point 


Wylie 

Mallard 

Mar 11 

200 

Tollgate Ponds 


Clark 

Northern Pintail 

Mar 12 16 (win) 

ll ll 


Cram, Gardiner, Walker 

II ll 

Mar 17 F 

6 

Dundas Marsh 


Rose 

if ll 

Mar 24 

16 

St. Ann’s 


William Smith et al. 

Blue-winged Teal 

Mar 17 * 

2 

Dundas Marsh 


Rose 

Northern Shoveler 

Mar 19 F 

2 

Princess Point 


Wylie 

ll ll 

Mar 25 

12 

Tollgate Ponds 


Clark 

Gadwall 

Mai' 18 

30 

Princess Point 


Jennings 

American Wigeon 

Mar 11 F 

2 

Taquanyah C.A. 


Curry 

ll ll 

Mai' 17 

12 

Dundas Marsh 


Rose 

ll ll 

Mar 19 

20 

Quarry, Green Mt Rd 


George Naylor 

Canvasback 

Mar 11 F 

5 

Windermere Basin 


Clark 

if 

Mar 12 

23 

ll ll 


Dobos, McLaughlin 

ll 

Mai' 18; 31 

25; 15 

LaSalle Park 


Dobos 

Redhead 

Mar 12 F 

8 

Windermere Basin 


Cram, Gardiner, Walker 

ll 

Mar 27 

12 

Winona Sewage Ponds 


Dolxis 

Ring-necked Duck 

Mai' 11 F 

•) 

Grand River at Caledonia 

Curry 

ll ll ll 

Mar 11 F 

1 

Windermere Basin 


Curry, Clark, McLaughlin 

ll ll ll 

Mar 26;27 

o 

— 

o 

Quarry, Green Mt Rd 


Dobos; Curry 

ll ll ll 

Mai' 27 

12 

Woodland Cemetery 


Dobos 

ll ll ll 

Mar 27 

25 

Winona Sewage Ponds 


ll 

Greater Scaup 

Mar 11 

1200 

Windermere Basin 


Clark 

Lesser Scaup 

Mar 25 

50 

ll ll 


Cram, Gardiner, Walker 

II II 

Mar 27 

200 

Woodland Cemetery 


Dolxis 

White-winged Scoter 

Mar 11 F 

8 

Burl. Golf & Country Club 

Curry 

H ll ll 

Mar 11 

9 

Windermere Basin 


McLaughlin 

Bufflehead 

Mar 25 

50 

Tollgate Ponds 


Clark 

Hooded Merganser 

Mar 11 F 

0 

Ll 

Burl. Golf & Country Club 

Curry 

ll ll 

Mar 19 

30 

Desjardins Canal 


McLaughlin 

ll ll 

Mar 26 

18 

Quarry, Green Mt Rd 


Dobos 

Common Merganser 

Mar 12 F 

100 

Burlington Bay 


Cram, Gardiner, Walker 

ll ll 

Mar 17 

500 

Woodland Cemetery 


Dolx>s 

Red-breasted Merganser 

Mar 10 F 

80 

Burl. Golf & Counrty Club 

Curry 

11 ll ll 

Mar 17;19 

300 

Burlington Bay 


Dolxis; McLaughlin 

ll II ll 

Mai' 27 

150 

Bronte 


Jennings 

Ruddy Duck 

Mar 21 

1 

Tollgate Ponds 


Dobos 

ll II 

Mar 24F;25 2 

ll ll 


Dobos; Gardiner et al. 

ll II 

Mar 28 

6 

Dundas Marsh 


Rose 

Turkey Vulture 

Mar 6 F 

1 

Over Dundas 


Naylor 

ll ll 

Mar 27 

25 

Over Winona 


Dobos 

Bald Eagle 

Mar 9,10;11 1 ad 

East end of Bay 


Curry; Clark 

ll ll 

Mar 17 F 

1 ad 

Carroll's Point 


Darryl Coulson 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Mar 19 F 

1 

Clarkson 


Dobos, Naylor 

Cooper's Hawk 

Mai' 5 

1 

West Mississauga 


Gardiner 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Mar 28 

1 

Hagersville 


Mike Street 

II II ll 

Mar 29 

1 

Green Mt Rd 


Dolxis 

Golden Eagle 

Mar 15 * 

1 ad 

Beamer C.A. 

Dowall,Bob Finlayson,Don Malena 

Gray Partridge 

Mar 5 

2 

Saan Rd, Beamsville 


Naylor 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

Mar 12 

7 

Winona Rd 


Cram, Gardiner, Walker 

ll ll ll 

Mar 24 

1 

Saltfleet Marsh 


Dolxis, McLaughlin, Naylor 

ll ll ll 

Mar 24 

1 

Quarry, Green Mt Rd 


Bev Hettrick, Jennings 
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Ring-necked Pheasant 

Mar 24 1 

Green Mt Rd & 6th Rd E 

Hettrick, Jennings 

Killdeer 

Mar 11 * 15 

Hamilton area 

Curry 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Mai- 27 * 1 

8th Rd E, Saltfleet 

Dobos 

Common Snipe 

Mar 27 F 1 

11th Rd E, Saltfleet 

Curry 

American Woodcock 

Mai? 15 * 1 

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

ii 

Bonaparte's Gull 

Mar 27 F 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Dotos 

Ring-billed Gull 

Mar 11 10000 

Tollgat.e Ponds 

Clark 

Herring am 

Mar 11 500 

Ii ll 

Clark 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Mar 25 * 1 ad 

Dundas Marsh Dowall, Finlayson, McLaughlin 

Glaucous Gull 

Mar 1 1 

Beach Canal 

Dobos 

n n 

Mar 5 3 

Port Credit 

Gardiner 

i» ii 

Mar 11 1 ad 

Rattray Marsh 

McLaughlin, Naylor 

ii ii 

Mar 17-27 1 inm 

Woodland Cemetery 

Dobos 

Long-eared Owl 

Mar 5 4 

Upper Middle Rd a 9th Line 

Gardiner 

II II 1! 

Mar 6 2 

Bronte Woods 

Dowall, John Olmsted 

Short-eared Owl 

Mar 2 5 

Hagersville 

John Miles 

ll II ll 

Mar 19 2 

Highland Rd & 7th Rd E 

Naylor 

Northern Saw-whet Old 

Mar 5 1 

Upper Middle Rd & 9th Line 

Gardiner 

*1 M ll 

Mar 6 1 

Bronte Woods! 

Dowall, Olmsted 

Belted Kingfisher 

Max- 21 F 1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Curry 

Yellow-])ellied Sapsucker Mar 5*2 

Beamer C.A. 

Roy Baker 

Northern Flicker 

Mar 14 F 1 

Winona Sewage Ponds 

airry 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Mar 24 1 

Skyline Dr, Dundas 

Clark 

H ll 

Mar 27 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos 

Eastern Phoebe 

Mar 26 * 1 

She].! Park, Bronte 

Jennings 

Homed Lark 

Mar 19 50 

Highland Rd & 11th Rd E 

Naylor 

Tree Swallow 

Mar 27 * 2 

Dundas Marsh 

Dowall 

M II 

Mar 27 * 1 

Beamer C.A. 

Currv et. al. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Mar 27 F 2;1 

High Level Bridge;Shoreacres Dobos 

'I ll ll 

Mar 27 F 1 

Bronte Harbour 

Jennings 

Eastern Bluebird 

Mar 14 1 

Beamer C.A. 

Curry 

ll ll 

Mar 25 2 

ll ll 

Denys & Kathleen Gardiner 

ll ll 

Mar 27 4 

Fifty Point C.A. 

Curry 

ll ll 

Mar 27 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos 

American Robin 

Mar 5 F 2 

West Oakville 

Gardiner 

Northern Mockingbird 

Mar 12 l;'l 

Winona; Beamer C.A. 

Cram, Gardiner, Walker 

H ll 

Mar 24 1;1 

Twenty Rd; Ridge Rd 

Dobos, McLaughlin, Naylor 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Mar 5 * 2 

Ravine Dr, Clarkson 

Gardiner 

ll ll 

Mai' 7 2 

ll ll 

Dowall, Olmsted 

Cedar Waxwing 

Mar 5 20 

West Mississauga 

Gardiner 

ll ll 

Mar 19 75 

ii ti 

Dobos, Naylor 

Northern Shrike 

Mar 11 1 

Powerline Rd, Saltfleet 

Dobos 

n ii 

Mar 14 L 1 

10th Rd E, Saltfleet 

Curry 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

Mar 26 * 1 

Shell Park 

Hettrick, Jennings 

Fox Sparrow 

Mar 18 * 1 

Red Hill Q'eek 

McLaughlin 

Song Sparrow 

Mai' 25 40 

Dundas Marsh 

Clark 

White-crowned Sparrow 

Mar 5—21 1 iirm 

Bedford Parle Dr, Grimsby 

Meyers 

»» ll ll 

Mar 12 2 

Milliken Dr, Winona 

Cram, Gardiner, Walker 

•1 ll ll 

Mar 24 5 iiiru 

Smith Rd, Saltfleet 

Dobos, McLaughlin, Naylor 

*• ll ft 

Mar 27 2 iirm 

Green Mt Rd 

Curry 

Lapland Longspur 

Mar 19 * 150 

Highland Rd & 11th Rd E 

Naylor 

Snow Bunting 

Mai' 18 5 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos & HNC Hike 

»i ll 

Mar 19 100 

Highland Rd & 11th Rd E 

Naylor 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Mai' 9 F 1 

Princess Point 

Currv 
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Eastern Meadowlark 

Mai' 14 F 

2 

Grassie 

Curry 

Rusty Blackbird 

Mar 11 * 

2 

Caledonia 

ll 

Garmon Crackle 

Mar 2 F 

3;2 

Aldershot; Hagersville 

Curry; Miles 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Mar 11 F 

9 

Smithville 

Curry 


Please send your bird records for April by May 10 to Mark Jennings, ff308-5348 Lakeshore Rd, 
Burlington, Ont, L7L 4Z2, or phone 416-632-2210. 


HAMILTON BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 
SUMMARY FOR 1988 


The Hamilton Bird Records Committee (HBRC) has reviewed documentations of bird records for 
1988 which have been published under the "Noteworthy Bird Records" in the Ji ’ood Rick, for those 
sightings requiring such documentation according to the Date Guide to the Birds of the Hamilton Area 
(2nd ed. 1988). Those records, and alsc records requiring documentation which have not been received 
by the HBRC, are summarized below. 

Accepted Records (HBRC): 


1988 


Snowy Egret 

May 1 

1 

Rattray’s Marsh 

Denys Gardiner, Pliil Walker 

Black-crowned Night-Heron Dec 26 

2 

Red Hill Cr & Woodward Dr 

Kevin McLaughlin, Rob Waldhuber 

Tundra Swan 

Jan 1 

i 

LaSalle Park 

Gardiner, Jim Cram 

ll II 

Dec 10-Jan 1 

0 

Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin 

Snow Goose 

Sep 11 

1 

Orkney Rd 

George Naylor, Alf Epp 

Brant 

Jan 1-3 

0 

Shell Park (incl. w/1987 report) Mark Jennings et al. 

Harlequin Duck 

Jan 16 

1 

Chartwell St, Oakville 

Gardiner, Bill Smith 

ll ll 

Apr 12-May 13 

1 

inm m Shoreacres 

Rob Dolxis et al. 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Jun 10 

1 

Hwy If 6, N of Jarvis 

Alan Wormington 

Merlin 

Mar' 12 

1 

LaSalle Park 

Brian Wylie 

Sandhill Crane 

Apr 2,3 

1 

Cayuga 

Carole King et al. 

ll ll 

May 3 

1 

Brock Rd ft Cone 4, Flamb. 

Ro))ert. Westmore 

Willet 

Aug 20 

1 

Windermere Basin 

Naylor 

Hudsonian God wit 

Aug 23 

u 

1 Tollgate Ponds 

Jennings 

Western Sandpiper 

Aug 7 

1 

Dondas Marsh 

Dobos 

Whit.e-rumped Sandpiper Nov 27 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

Reeve 

Oct 7 

1 

Windermere Basin 

Wylie 

Red Phalarope 

Sep 24 

5 

Lake Ontario 

McLaughlin, 0F0 lxrat trip 

it ll 

Oct 15,16 

J. 

Tollgate Ponds 

Naylor et al. 

Sabine's Gull 

Sep 24 

12 

juv Lake Ontario 

Dolxis, 0F0 boat trip 

Northern Hawk-Owl 

Jan 15-Mar 10 

1 

Sheffield 

Dobos et al. 

Carrion Nighthawk 

Apr 20 

1 

Dundas 

Wylie 

Tufted Titmouse 

Jan 1,2 

1 

LaSalle Park 

Olmsted 

»l il 

Sep 9,10, Oct 4 

1 

Townsend Ave, Burlington 

Irene, Jim ft Chris Hough 

11 ll 

Nov 6 

3 

Old Waterdown Rd 

Ted Cole, John Lambert 

il ll 

Dec 26 

9 

Belhaven Rd, Burl Dennis Lewington,George Coker,Crarn 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 

Jan 30 

1 

Bronte Creek 

Gardiner 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 

Jun 10 

1 

Bronte Harbour 

Jennings 

Gray Catbird 

Jan 26 

1 

Bronte Creek 

il 

Orange-crowned Warbler Jan 26 

1 

ll it 

ll 

Northern Parula 

Jul 26 

1 

rn Burloak Woods 

il 
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Black-throated Blue Warbler Jun 12 1 

Shell Park 

Jennings 

Blackburnian Warbler 

Jun 10 

1 m 

Bronte Harbour 

tr 

Worm-eating Warbler 

May 11 

1 

Beamer C.A. 

Curry, Dolros 

Summer Tanager 

May 18 

1 

McMaster University 

Dobos, Larnond 


1987 

Snow Egret Jul 3-Sep 23 1 Tollgate Ponds; Van Wagners Ponds Dobos 

Black-crowned Night-Heron Jan 1-Feb 27 5 Red Hill Cr & Woodward Dr " 

Willet Aug 13-30 1-3 Tollgate Ponds; Dundas Marsh " 

Slotted Sandpiper Jan 1-18 1 Beach Canal (incl. w/1986 report) McLaugliLin et al. 

" " Nov 1 1 Red Hill Creek Dobos 

Yellow-headed Blackbird Apr 2-4 1 Mississauga Kathleen MacNamara et al. 

Accepted Records (Ontario Bird Record Caimlttee): 

Great Cormorant Mar 13,14 1 Van Wagner’s Beach 

Black Vultiu'e Dec 26/87-Jan 3/88 1 LaSalle Park 

American Avocet Jul 21,22 1 f Dundas Marsh 

Mew Gull Jul 22 1 ad " " 

Sandwich Tern Apr 24 1 Tollgate Ponds 

Varied Thrush Dec 27/87-Mar 6/88 1 LaSalle Park 


Wylie, Curry, McLaughlin 
Peter Herbert et al. 
Curry et al. 

Curry 

Curry et al. 

David Stubbing et al. 


Observations Lacking Documentation: 


Northern Gannet 

Oct 2,6 

o 

Lake at Burloak Dr (OBRC rarity) 

II II 

Nov 6 

l 

Van Wagner's Beach (OBRC rarity) 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Jim 24 

1 ad 

Valley Tim (OBRC rarity) 

Brant 

Feb 27 

1 

Sioux Lookout 

Black Scoter 

Sep 17 

9 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Surf Scoter 

Sep 24 

4 

Burlington Bay 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Nov 7 

9 

McMaster University 

Peregrine Falcon 

Mar 17 

i 

QEW at Fifty Rd 

Wild Turkey 

May 30 

i 

Winslow 

Sandhill Crane 

Apr 24 

l 

Erin Mills 

it II 

May 2 

i 

Hespeler 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Mar 25 

l 

Dundas Marsh 

Willet 

Aug 28 

i 

Rattray's Marsh 

Red Phalarope 

Oct 22 

i 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Pcmarine Jaeger 

Oct 1 

i 

" " " (OBRC rarity) 

Thayer's (kill 

Dec 26 

1 ad 

West, end of Bay 

Sabine's Gull 

Nov 20 

9 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Barred Owl 

May 20,23, Jun 12 

l 

Middletown Rd, Flamborough 

Savannah Sparrow 

Dec 26 

i 

King Rd, Burlington 

Henslow's Sparrow 

May 29,30,Jun 2,5 

i 

Caistorville 

Western Meadowlark 

May 21,23 

i 

Hanlon Park 

Cotvtfton Redpoll 

. Apr 25 

3 

Rattray's Marsh 


Please forward old or new bird documentations to: 
Hamilton Bird Record Conn'dttee 
C/O Rob Dobos, Secretary 
1319 Book Rd. W., R.R.jfl 
Jerseyville, Out., LOR 1R0 


Rob Dobos 
Denys Gardiner 
Mark Jennings 
Kevin McLaughlin 
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NOTICE BOARD 


Baillie Birdathon, 1989 

In May, 1988, eight birders from the Club 
participated in the Baillie Birdathon and 
raised a total of $3,395.96 on this annual 
fundraiser. Of that, three-quarters went to 
support the research efforts of the Long Point 
Bird Observatory and the Jim Baillie Research 
Fund, while one-quarter ($848.99) came to our 
Club. Obviously, it was a job well done. 

This year Birdathon organizers have 
added an extra incentive to all clubs' 
efforts. Any club that raises over $5,000 
will have 50% of all money over that ainount 
for their coffers; the usual 25% applies to 
money up to $5,000. it doesn't matter how 
many people participate from each club; in 
fact, the more, the better. Every participant 
also has a chance to win some fantastic 
prizes: Kowa telescope, Leitz binoculars, and 
a hireling trip to Cuba. Not bad! 

Both LPBO and the HNC need your help 
this year. No matter what your level of 
expertise is or how little you think you'll 
raise - volunteer! You can make a worthwhile 
contribution and have lots of fun at the saute 
time. Contact Bruce Duncan at 387-3904 to 
find out how to participate ... and let’s aim 
for $5,000 in ’89. 

Junior Naturalists’ Corner 

On Saturday, February 25, Brian 
McHattie visited the Junior Naturalists at the 
RBG Nature Centre and gave an interesting 
slide presentation and talk on whales and 
dolphins. 

On March 25, the Junior's visited Beamer 
Conservation Area to observe hawk migration 
under the careful guidance of Bruce Duncan. 
Janet Snaith took the kids on a hike at Beamer 
and showed them early signs of spring. 

On April 22, Val Glooschenko is 
scheduled to discuss aquatic biology 
(wetlands) followed by a stream survey of 
aquatic animals and identification of aquatic 
pldnts, to be held at the Nature Centre. 

Environmentalists of tire Year Awards Dinner 

This year the dinner will Ire held on 
Thursday, June 1. Guest speaker will ]>e 
Donald Chant of the Ontario Waste Management 
Corporation, For more information about 
tickets contact John Struger at 547-5116. 


Cootes Paradise Restoration Project 
Fundraising Dinner 

This exciting event takes place on 
Thursday, June 15, at the RBG Centre. The 
guest speaker is Robert Bateman. Tickets are 
$40.00 each. A $28.75 tax receipt vail be 
issued for each ticket. Tickets purchased 
before May 10 will be eligible for the early 
bird prize (an Executair air purifier). See 
the ticket orderform on the enclosed insert 
for more details. 

Ontario Rare Breeding Bird Program 

The field work portion of this project 
will be starting this May. Volunteers are 
required to monitor known nesting sites of 
species considered as rare breeders in the 
Hamilton area, and to check suitable habitats 
for new nesting sites for these species. 
Information is also required on past nesting 
records of the species of concern from the 
past 20 years. A list of the species of 
concern which may nest or have nested near 
Hamilton follows; 

least Bittern, Black-crowned Night-Heron, 
Cooper's Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, King Rail, 
American Coot, Caspian Tem, Black Tern, 
Common Barn-Owl, Long-eared Owl, Short-eared 
Owl, Acadian Flycatcher, Tufted Titmouse, 
Carloina Wren, Loggerhead Shrike, Cerulean 
Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, Louisiana 
Waterthrush, Hooded Warbler, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, Henslow's Sparrow, Western Meadowlark, 
Orchard Oriole. 

If you have any info on the past nesting of 
these species, or if yon would like to help 
with the field monitoring this spring and 
summer, please contact Rob Do)»s at 648-0435. 

Birds Up Close 

Tins RBG event offers a unique 
opportunity to observe and photograph birds at 
close range as the techniques for capturing 
and banding birds are demonstrated and the 
rationale behind migration studies is 
explained. In the event of rain, this 
demonstration will be cancelled. Saturday, 
May 13, 9:30 a.m. at the Nature Centre. 
Demonstrator -Len Simser. No charge or 
registration required. 
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THE WOOD DUCK 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is produced by 
volunteer members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to May 
inclusive and it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be addressed to the Editor: 

Rob _Dobos, 1319 Book Rd. W., R.R. I! 1, Jersewille, Ontario, LOR IRQ. 

Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month preceding publication date. 

Articles may be reprinted without permission but. credit, lines should Ire included. 

Articles in the WOOD DUCK reflect the views of the authors and are not necessarily the views endorsed 
by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: 

Mar k Jennings, {1308-5348 Lakeshore Rd. E., Burlington, Ontario, L7L 4Z2. 




